Guidance on Explosives Licensing 

On 1st October 2014 the Manufacture and Storage of Explosives Regulations 2005 are replaced by the Explosives Regulations 2014. Under the 2014 Regulations London Borough of Waltham Forest are responsible for the licensing of persons who store up to 2000kg of explosives at premises within the borough. 

Hazard Types 

Explosives are classified into Hazard Types. Most fireworks and small arms ammunition are Hazard Type 4 and can be identified as the outer boxes will be marked with the symbol 1.4G in an orange diamond: 

Some larger fireworks are classed as Hazard Type 3 and are marked 1.3G. Storage of Hazard Type 3 fireworks may reduce the quantity that is permitted to be stored depending on the licence type and separation distances available on site (see below). If in doubt about the classification of your fireworks, please consult your supplier. 

Quantities 

The quantities of explosives that may be stored are referred to as net explosive mass (NEM). This is the weight of the actual explosive contained within an article, not including any casings and packaging etc. These quantities are usually marked on the outer packaging. If not available, they are commonly taken to be 25% of the gross weight of fireworks and other pyrotechnics. 

Types of Licence 

Under the 2014 Regulations there are no longer registrations but two storage licences. The licence that you require relates to separation distances and the amount that you store. A separation distance is the minimum distance between the location where the explosives are stored, and other specified places where people may be present (see separation distance tables). 

· A licence where no separation distances apply permits storage of up to: 

250kg of Hazard Type 4 (HT4) explosives; or 

25kg of Hazard Type 3 (HT3) explosives; or 

25kg of a combination of HT3 and HT4 explosives 

This is a direct replacement for registrations but note that the amount of HT3 that may be stored is reduced from 100kg to 25kg under this licence. 

· A licence where separation distances apply is for storing up to 2 tonnes. There is no distinction between the Hazard Types providing that the relevant separation distances are adhered to. This is no change to the previous licence. 
London Borough of Waltham Forest will be issuing one year licences. The fees for the licence are 

£105 - if separation distances do not apply and 

£178 - if separation distances do apply.

For storage of more than 2000 kg of explosives the Health and Safety Executive are the licensing authority. 

For storage of up to 2000kg of explosives, if some of the explosives are either smokeless powder or percussion caps, or require an explosives certificate, or the explosives are stored by a person who is a registered firearms dealer, the Police are the licensing authority. 

Separation Distances

Hazard Type 3 explosive 

	Column 1 
	Distance in metres to protected works and/or buildings of 

	Quantity of explosives (kg) 
	Class A
Footpath, lightly used road 
	Class B Minor road, railway 
	Class C Major road, place of public resort 
	Class D Buildings 
	Class E Vulnerable building 
	Class F On-site buildings 
	Class G On-site stores 
	Class H On-site manufacture & processing 

	0.1–25 
	0 
	0 
	0 
	0 
	0 
	0 
	9 
	12 

	25–30 
	7 
	10 
	20 
	20 
	20 
	10 
	9 
	12 

	30–40 
	7 
	11 
	22 
	22 
	22 
	11 
	9 
	12 

	40–50 
	8 
	12 
	23 
	23 
	23 
	12 
	9 
	12 

	50–60 
	8 
	12 
	25 
	25 
	25 
	12 
	9 
	15 

	60–70 
	9 
	13 
	26 
	26 
	26 
	13 
	9 
	15 

	70–80 
	9 
	14 
	27 
	27 
	27 
	14 
	9 
	15 

	80–90 
	9 
	14 
	28 
	28 
	28 
	14 
	9 
	15 

	90–100 
	10 
	15 
	29 
	29 
	29 
	15 
	9 
	15 

	100–150 
	11 
	17 
	34 
	34 
	34 
	17 
	9 
	18 

	150–200 
	12 
	19 
	37 
	37 
	37 
	19 
	9 
	18 

	200–250 
	13 
	20 
	40 
	40 
	40 
	20 
	10 
	21 

	250–300 
	14 
	21 
	43 
	43 
	43 
	21 
	10 
	21 

	300–350 
	15 
	22 
	45 
	45 
	45 
	22 
	11 
	23 

	350–400 
	16 
	23 
	47 
	47 
	47 
	23 
	11 
	23 

	400–450 
	16 
	24 
	49 
	49 
	49 
	24 
	12 
	25 

	450–500 
	17 
	25 
	50 
	50 
	50 
	25 
	12 
	25 

	500–550 
	17 
	26 
	52 
	52 
	52 
	26 
	14 
	32 

	550–600 
	18 
	27 
	54 
	54 
	54 
	27 
	14 
	32 

	600–650 
	18 
	28 
	55 
	55 
	55 
	28 
	14 
	32 

	650–700 
	19 
	28 
	56 
	56 
	56 
	28 
	14 
	32 

	700–750 
	19 
	29 
	58 
	58 
	58 
	29 
	14 
	32 

	750–800 
	20 
	29 
	59 
	59 
	59 
	29 
	14 
	32 

	800–850 
	20 
	30 
	60 
	60 
	60 
	30 
	14 
	32 

	850–900 
	20 
	31 
	61 
	61 
	61 
	31 
	14 
	32 

	900–950 
	21 
	31 
	62 
	62 
	62 
	31 
	14 
	32 

	950–1000 
	21 
	32 
	64 
	64 
	64 
	32 
	14 
	32 

	1000–1100 
	22 
	33 
	66 
	66 
	66 
	33 
	17 
	40 

	1100–1200 
	22 
	34 
	67 
	67 
	67 
	34 
	17 
	40 

	1200–1300 
	23 
	35 
	69 
	69 
	69 
	35 
	17 
	40 

	1300–1400 
	24 
	36 
	71 
	71 
	71 
	36 
	17 
	40 

	1400–1500 
	24 
	36 
	73 
	73 
	73 
	36 
	17 
	40

	1500–1600 
	25 
	37 
	74 
	74 
	74 
	37 
	17 
	40 

	1600–1700 
	25 
	38 
	76 
	76 
	76 
	38 
	17 
	40 

	1700–1800 
	26 
	39 
	77 
	77 
	77 
	39 
	17 
	40 

	1800–1900 
	26 
	39 
	79 
	79 
	79 
	39 
	17 
	40 

	1900–2000 
	27 
	40 
	80 
	80 
	80 
	40 
	17 
	40 


Hazard Type 4 explosive 

	Column 1 
	Distance in metres to protected works and/or buildings of 

	Quantity of explosives (kg) 
	Class A Footpath, lightly used road 
	Class B Minor road, railway 
	Class C Major road, place of public resort 
	Class D Buildings 
	Class E Vulnerable building 
	Class F On-site buildings 
	Class G On-site stores 
	Class H 

On-site manufacture & processing 

	0.1–250 
	0 
	0 
	0 
	0 
	0 
	0 
	9 
	11 

	250–300 
	1 
	1 
	1 
	1 
	1 
	1 
	9 
	11 

	300–340 
	1 
	1 
	2 
	2 
	2 
	1 
	9 
	11 

	340–370 
	1 
	2 
	3 
	3 
	3 
	2 
	9 
	11 

	370–400 
	1 
	2 
	4 
	4 
	4 
	2 
	9 
	11 

	400–450 
	2 
	3 
	5 
	5 
	5 
	3 
	9 
	11 

	450–500 
	2 
	3 
	6 
	6 
	6 
	3 
	9 
	11 

	500–550 
	2 
	4 
	7 
	7 
	7 
	4 
	9 
	12 

	550–650 
	3 
	5 
	9 
	9 
	9 
	5 
	9 
	12 

	650–700 
	3 
	5 
	10 
	10 
	10 
	5 
	9 
	12 

	700–750 
	4 
	6 
	11 
	11 
	11 
	6 
	9 
	12 

	750–800 
	4 
	6 
	12 
	12 
	12 
	6 
	9 
	12 

	800–900 
	4 
	7 
	13 
	13 
	13 
	7 
	9 
	12 

	900–950 
	5 
	7 
	14 
	14 
	14 
	7 
	9 
	12 

	950–1000 
	5 
	8 
	15 
	15 
	15 
	8 
	9 
	12 

	1000–1100 
	5 
	8 
	16 
	16 
	16 
	8 
	12 
	19 

	1100–1150 
	6 
	9 
	17 
	17 
	17 
	9 
	12 
	19 

	1150–1200 
	6 
	9 
	18 
	18 
	18 
	9 
	12 
	19 

	1200–1300 
	6 
	10 
	19 
	19 
	19 
	10 
	12 
	19 

	1300–1350 
	7 
	10 
	20 
	20 
	20 
	10 
	12 
	19 

	1350–1400 
	7 
	11 
	21 
	21 
	21 
	11 
	12 
	19 

	1400–1450 
	7 
	11 
	22 
	22 
	22 
	11 
	12 
	19 

	1450–1550 
	8 
	12 
	23 
	23 
	23 
	12 
	12 
	19 

	1550–1600 
	8 
	12 
	24 
	24 
	24 
	12 
	12 
	19 

	1600–1650 
	8 
	13 
	25 
	25 
	25 
	13 
	12 
	19 

	1650–1700 
	9 
	13 
	26 
	26 
	26 
	13 
	12 
	19 

	1700–1800 
	9 
	14 
	27 
	27 
	27 
	14 
	12 
	19 

	1800–1850 
	9 
	14 
	28 
	28 
	28 
	14 
	12 
	19 

	1850–1900 
	10 
	15 
	29 
	29 
	29 
	15 
	12 
	19 

	1900–2000 
	10 
	15 
	30 
	30 
	30 
	15 
	12 
	19 


Fireworks Supplied Outside Certain Festival Periods 
Storage licences only permit sales of fireworks during the following periods: 

· 15 October to 10 November 

· 26 December to 31 December 

· On the first day of Chinese New Year and the 3 days immediately preceding it 

· On the day of Diwali and the 3 days immediately preceding it 

If you wish to sell fireworks outside these periods an extended fireworks licence is required. This is available from the Council and is renewed annually at a cost of £500.
